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      A.

Introduction  
This course will provide the necessary foundation for students taking the Illinois State Achievement Test and who will be moving on to future science classes.  This course will contain units for biology, chemistry, physics and earth science. 
B. “How will I be graded?”
►Bell Ringers

Every day when you come into class, you are expected to respond to the bell ringer.  Your answers to the bell ringers will be written on a worksheet that I will provide.  You must bring this worksheet to class with you every day.  It may be checked on any given day, but will be graded every two weeks.
►Tests and Quizzes

During a chapter there may be several small quizzes.  At the end of each chapter and semester there will be a test.  If you are absent on the day of the test you must arrange a time outside of class to make up the test.

►Homework

Homework is due at the beginning of class, when the bell rings.  Homework is an important part of this class and many times will help you with other assignments and quizzes.  Homework will be graded on both completion and correctness. 

►Labs

A major part of any science course is the labs.  There will be many types of write-ups required in this course.

Lab work requires safe and orderly behavior on the part of the students.  If any student acts in an unsafe manner, that student will be removed form the lab and will receive a zero.  The student may be required to do an alternate assignment for the next lab.  After demonstrating successful behavior and completion of an alternate assignment, they will be allowed to reenter the lab environment.  Depending on the severity of the violation, further disciplinary actions may be instigated, up to and including removal from the course.  Students are required to sign a safety contract.  Lab groups must work together, but NO COPYING you must put your answers in your own words.
►Notes
The notes you will be taking will be in PowerPoint format.   All notes are to be completed for credit and should be kept in your folders at all times.  Tests are created from these notes, so please keep up with them.  If you are absent for notes you are still expected to make them up.
►Grading Scale

Grades will be calculated on a cumulative points system.  You can calculate your grade by adding up   points received and dividing by total points possible.

90-100% – A
 80-89% – B
70-79% – C
60-69% – D
59% ↓ – F

►Student Expectations

It is essential that you know and understand the information from your textbook and notes to be successful in this course.  This means I expect you to come to class on time, prepared and focused.  In each unit, we will be doing a variety of different activities and I expect your full participation.  If you have trouble at any time through the year, I am available for extra help.  As your teacher, I will meet your expectations by doing anything I can to help you succeed.  Remember: I WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL!
C. Class Rules

1. Follow all rules in the District Handbook
2. Go Directly to Your Seat Upon Entering the Room – Do not form a line by the teacher sit down and raise your hand.
3. Raise Your Hand and Wait to Be Called On – We will all have something that we want to say during each class session.  In order for everyone to have a chance to contribute to the discussion, simply raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged.
4. Be Prepared ​– Bring all necessary materials to class daily, including your book, writing utensil, paper, binder, calculator. No passes will be given to lockers
5. No Food or Beverages – This is a laboratory class.  Do not consume food (including gum and candy), or beverages during class.
6. Keep Hands, Feet, and Objects to Yourself – Physical contact of any kind is not permitted, even if you are just “joking around”.  Airborne objects in the classroom are also not allowed.  This includes pens, pencils, paper, etc.
7. Use Appropriate Language Towards Other Students and Teachers – Students will exhibit respectful and courteous language towards others in the classroom at all times.
8. No Grooming or Beauty Products in Class – Take care of grooming yourself before school begins.  Brushes, combs, perfume, make-up, etc. will be confiscated without discussion.
9. No Coats/Jackets or cell phones in class
D. Consequences

If YOU CHOOSE to break a rule, the following consequences will occur.

1st Incident – Warning


2nd Incident – Phone call home

3rd Incident – Detention


4th Incident – Office Referral
Certain behaviors will warrant a referral immediately.  Behaviors include fighting, vandalism, gross insubordination, or any behavior that stops the class from learning.

E. Attendance and Tardies

►Absences

Students have the number of days absent plus one to make-up assignments.  It is up to the student to inquire about missed work and tests.  Zeros will be given if a student fails to make up work within an acceptable timeframe.  Unexcused absences void all make-up privileges.  All makeup work must be marked ABSENT when it is turned in.  Students are expected to check the ABSENT BINDER upon their return to class and pick up all missed work.
►Arriving Late

When you enter the room late, (with or without a pass) you need not disturb the class.  There is no penalty for arriving late with a pass.  

F. Common Procedures

► Homework

Homework is due at the beginning of the period. Read the board every morning to find out if you are to turn the work immediately or hold onto it until we go over it.  If you arrive late and handing in the homework will cause a distraction, go to your seat, and turn it in when there is a break in activities.  

►Late Work
Assignments may be turned in late with a penalty of ½ credit.  Please make sure to have homework turned in on time, ½ credit is a failing grade and too many late assignments will drastically affect your grade.

►Make-Up Tests

If a student has an excused absence on the day of a test, he/she must make up the test before the next exam.  It is the responsibility of the student to make arrangements with me to make up the test.  If a test is not made up or if a student misses a make-up appointment without notice, he/she will receive a zero for the test.  Tests will be announced at least a week ahead of time, being absent the day before a test does NOT excuse you from taking the test.

►Extra Handouts
I do not make extra handouts.  It is your responsibility to keep track of the copy I give you.  If you do happen to leave a paper behind, check the lost and found when you return the next session.

►Restroom
Students will take 1-2 restroom breaks during the day.  The restroom can not be used during class unless it is an extreme emergency, or a doctor’s note is on file.  Misuse of the restroom or passes will result in loss of privileges. 
►Leaving the Classroom

The bell does not dismiss the class, I do.  Please remain in your seats until I dismiss the class.  Do not pack up until I dismiss the class.  Students who pack up early will be the last to leave.

►Academic Honesty 

One of the best ways to learn is by working with others. Quite often, a great idea is the result of group work. However, you need to remember that your work must be your own work and cannot be claimed by anyone else.  Students found plagiarizing, copying or cheating in any way will receive automatic zeros and have phone calls made to their parents.  

►Contact Me
I may be reached via e-mail, at jskelley@sd1525.org, or you can leave a message by calling 708-210-9929.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

◄Procedures and Policies may be changed or added by the instructor in order to benefit all students.►

I have read and understand the classroom expectations for 7th grade science class.  I understand that by signing, I am agreeing that it is the student’s responsibility to follow the expectations.  I promise to follow the rules set forth and those in the District Handbook.  I understand that following these guidelines will ensure my success and promote the success of my class.
Print Student’s Name ________________________________________________________________

Student Signature __________________________________________________Date_____________

Parent Signature ___________________________________________________Date_____________

Daytime Phone Number _____________________________________________________________

(Some calls may be made during school hours to discuss your child’s progress in class)
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